Don Daber, drum corps’
first public relations promoter

Don Daber was born in Kirkland Lake, ONT, on May 2, 1929. In 1949 he moved to
Toronto to study at the Ontario College of Art (now the Ontario College of Art and
Design). After graduating, he began a career in graphics and photography.

He moved to Ottawa, ONT, for his first full-time job at Crawley Films where he worked
as a graphic artist. In 1956, Don and a partner started their own company called Advertising
Art Associates. One of their clients was The Boy Scouts Association of Canada. He did a lot of
artwork and photography for them, including comic books about Scouting adventures,
work that is very similar to what he later did for the Toronto Optimists.

In 1960, he discovered drum and bugle corps and his involvement with corps progressed
at lightning speed. His first direct contact appears to have been at a Scout House show in
May 1960. Seeing this show inspired him to write an article on drum corps in hopes that
it would be published in Weekend Magazine, a publication that was distributed with the
Saturday edition of the Toronto Telegram newspaper.

About a week after seeing Scout House, Don happened upon De La Salle drum corps
(they were giving an outdoor performance on their school’ s football field) and a couple
of weeks later he was at a Toronto Optimists practice. Within a few days of that practice
he went to a contest in Kitchener, ONT, with the Optimists and the following week he
joined Opti on a trip to Rochester, NY.

In early July that year, he asked Al Baggs, the Optimists’ corps director, whether he
could be official photographer for the Optimists. Two weeks later Mr. Baggs

asked Don to join them on every trip and, at the beginning of August, Don’s connection
with the Optimists was cemented when he was presented with a very large membership
card (3' x 2') for the Optimists.

Don also made it to the 1960 Dream contest in Jersey City, NJ. Since he didn’t drive, no
one is sure how he made it. However, he took some photos at that show and submitted a
preliminary outline of his article on drum corps to Weekend Magazine. Unfortunately,
they told him they had reached their quota of “music stories” for the year.

However, they did ask him to submit the concept the following year (in 1964 the Toronto
Telegram published a two-page spread on the Toronto Optimists). Although the Weekend
Magazine article failed to materialize, Don’s relationship with the Optimists was very
successful and continues to this day.



Don’s connection with the greater drum corps community began in July 1960 when he
joined two members of the Optimists executive, Al Baggs and Clare Reid, at a meeting of
what was then called the Canadian Trumpet Band Association. As a result of this
meeting, he was given a contract to do the artwork and program book for the upcoming
championship contest.

Don also designed the cover for the record album of the 1960 Canadian Championships.

During his years with the Optimists (Toronto Optimists and Seneca Optimists), Don was
a photographer, the publicity director and the corps director (more than once). He was
also the creator and editor of GCC, Green Capsule Comments with the Toronto Optimists
and Gold Capsule Comments with the Seneca Optimists.

Don'’s cartoons were frequently included in editions of GCC and many were featured in
the tabloid newspaper Drum Corps World between 1971 and 2000, all of which can be
found in the pages of Steve Vickers’ book, “The Art of Drum Corps World.”

In addition to his work with the Optimists, he found time to work with both the Ontario
and Canadian Drum Corps Associations, serving as a photographer, publicity director and
board member. In his spare time he wrote articles for various drum corps publications,
produced the artwork for a number of record albums (almost three dozen for the Revere,
MA-based Fleetwood label) as well as designing posters and doing the program artwork
for a variety of contests.

A section in the Optimists Alumni Photo Gallery is dedicated to Don (it can be found
under “ The Old Days’ ). This section contains images of some of Don’s artwork as well
as samples of the promotional material that he created. The section of the Web site
covers the years 1952 through about 1980 featuring content for the Toronto Optimists,
Seneca Optimists, the Optimists’ feeder corps as well as numerous other Canadian and
U.S. corps.

The majority of photos in these albums were taken by Don and also contains many
images taken by Doug Smith. If the name of the photographer is known, it is shown
beneath the medium-size version of the image (not visible under either the thumbnail or
the full-size image.)

To view the extensive gallery of work by Don Daber and others, go to
www.optimists-alumni.org/ and selection “Photo gallery.” Or go to the Publications
listing on DCX and look at The Art of Drum Corps World book.
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